
For Immediate Release 
June 5, 2019 
Kingston, Jamaica 

 

JET STATEMENT FOLLOWING MINISTER 
MONTAGUE’S ADDRESS TO PARLIAMENT ON 
BAUXITE MINING IN COCKPIT COUNTRY 

 
The Jamaica Environment Trust (JET) acknowledges and appreciates the statement made in 

Parliament yesterday (June 4, 2019) by the Hon. Robert Montague, Minister of Transport and Mining, 

regarding the protection of Cockpit Country and the activities of bauxite companies in the area.  

In light of Minister Montague’s statement that no mining is taking place or planned for the designated 

Cockpit Country Protected Area (CCPA), JET would like to clarify the following:  

1. The designated Cockpit Country Protected Area boundary has not yet been completely verified 

on-the-ground, gazetted and declared protected under Jamaican law 

2. As a result, the CCPA has not yet been closed to mining under Jamaican law 

3. In 2018 the Government of Jamaica (GOJ) granted a special mining lease to Noranda/New 

Day Bauxite Company which allows bauxite mining in sections of Cockpit Country in St Ann 

and Trelawny which were left out of the designated protected area.  

4. Special Exclusive Prospecting Licenses which overlap the designated Cockpit Country 

protected area boundary in sections of Manchester, St Elizabeth and St James have not yet 

been amended by GOJ 

5. The sensitization sessions in Cockpit Country referred to by Minister Montague in his address 

to Parliament which were hosted by the Forestry Department in late 2018, were poorly 

publicized and poorly attended. The sensitization attended by JET in Mocho, St James on 

November 28, 2018 provided little clarity for those present on what was planned for the 

protected area.  

JET is relieved to hear from Minister Montague that the GOJ is committed to providing more 

information on the process towards Cockpit Country’s protection and the activities of mining 

companies in the area.  

We thereby request that the following points must be addressed by any upcoming GOJ 

communications on the matter:  

1. Greater clarity for the Jamaican public on where the Cockpit Country Protected Area boundary 

lies and what factors were used to determine its position 

2. A detailed updated timeline for the on-the-ground verification (ground-truthing) of the CCPA 

boundary by the Forestry Department  

3. A deadline for when the CCPA will be declared protected and closed to mining under Jamaican 

law 

4. The GOJ commitment that no other mining leases or prospecting licenses will be granted until 

the CCPA has been protected under law 

5. The protections that will be secured for ecologically sensitive areas of the Cockpit Country 

which have been left outside the designated protected area 

6. The available options for Cockpit Country communities which happen to lie outside the CCPA 

and do not want bauxite mining in their communities.  


