
No terrestrial plants or animals, including humans, can live without 
fresh water, but this is a very limited resource making up only 2.5 

percent of water on the planet, of which less than 0.5 percent is 
easily accessible to the 7 billion humans world wide. The water that 
is on Earth has existed since the beginning of the planet’s 
formation, there is NO NEW WATER. The water cycle simply recycles 
existing water through evaporation into the atmosphere and then 

condensation brings the water back down as rain. What this means 
is that water is finite, precious, and along with air, the most valuable 

thing on Earth. Because of Climate Change, patterns of when and 

where rain falls is becoming less and less predictable, with longer 
and more devastating periods of drought. Cockpit Country’s 
limestone formations, its soils, trees and plants all help to stabilize 

the water cycle for Jamaica - this natural, maintenance-free 

reservoir provides breathtaking beauty, clean water for drinking, 
bathing, cooking, swimming and rafting, and necessary habitat for 
wildlife year-round, even during prolonged periods of no rainfall.

 COCKPIT COUNTRY IS OUR HOME!WATER IS LIFE!  
DID YOU KNOW? 

THERE IS NO NEW WATER 
ON PLANET EARTH

COCKPIT COUNTRY is the source of 6 major rivers, 
including the 2 largest - Black River and Great River, also 

Martha Brae, Montego River, Rio Bueno and Hector’s River, 
and provides fresh water to over a quarter of Jamaica 

through rivers, streams, springs and wells. Cockpit 
Country is home to Jamaica’s largest wet limestone forest 
and these trees attract and cause the rain to fall almost 
daily, with some areas receiving up to 3.8 m (12 ft) per 
year. There is very little surface water in Cockpit Country, 
but its deep, porous, limestone aquifer stores the rainfall 
and releases it slowly and gently into rivers and other 
water sources to the parishes of Trelawny, St. James, 
Hanover, Westmoreland, St. Elizabeth and St. Ann. Cockpit 
Country contributes about 40% of Jamaica’s freshwater 
resources and 25% of its surface runoff.  Well over half a 

million Jamaicans, as well as hundreds of thousands of 
visitors who stay in North Coast resorts, depend on the 

water originating in Cockpit Country.

In order to maintain Cockpit Country as 
the great supplier of water to Jamaica 

and the provider of free natural 
services worth billions of dollars 

annually, it is urgent that we protect 
Cockpit Country from mining, 

deforestation and pollution, that we 
plant more trees, keep out toxins, keep 
all water courses clean, and that we      

love and cherish Cockpit Country: 
it is our home!

For more information contact 
Windsor Research Centre: windsor@cwjamaica.com

Visit: www.cockpitcountry.com
Facebook: Windsor Research Centre

Watch: “Cockpit Country is Our Home”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylqTfu07PJA
“Cockpit Country: Voices From Jamaica's Heart”

http://youtu.be/x2Psj_UcqQY

                                                                
Ever wondered why in our recent drought, 

the rivers in Western Jamaica continued to flow? 
That's because Cockpit Country is Jamaica's best reservoir! 

No Bauxite Mining in Cockpit Country!
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